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Abstract

The study aimed to highlight the major changes in the diagnostic criteria for autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) between the fourth revised edition (DSM-IV-TR) and
the fifth edition (DSM-5) of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders. The most notable changes include merging sub-disorders such as
Asperger's Syndrome and Childhood Disintegrative Disorder (CDD) under a single
label of ‘Autism Spectrum Disorder’, and simplifying the criteria to two main criteria

of impaired social communication and repetitive behaviour.

The range of onset of symptoms was extended to include up to 8 years of age,
with the addition of a categorisation of severity levels that determine treatment

needs.

Finally, Rett syndrome has been removed from the autism classification following
the discovery of the gene that causes it. These changes contribute to improving
diagnostic accuracy and providing more specialised intervention measures, leading

to more effective educational and therapeutic programmes for children with ASD.
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